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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


DR. KISSINGER 



FROM: W. R. SMYSER 

SUBJECT: The Paris Talks Today and Laos 


There follows the text of the briefing note I did today regarding 
the Paris session and what was said on Laos. As yon can see, 
there was no threat implied to the talks in Paris. 

State tells me that it has reviewed the North Vietnamese state- 
ments justifying cancellation of one Paris session last spring 
and has noted that Hanoi took pains to justify that cancellation 
specifically in terms of our bombings of North Vietnam rather 
than in terms of our operations in Cambodia. 

TEXT OF BRIEFING NOTE 


Paris Session Focused on Laos. In yesterday’s session of the 
Paris talks the other side charged that we were preparing "new 
rash military actions" against North Vietnam and other Indochinese 
countries. They extensively cited press reports of alleged allied 
operations in northern South Vietnam and in Laos. They said any 
such operations would be resisted by the "Indochinese peoples" 
and would fail. However, they made no suggestion that such 
operations could jeopardize the Paris talks. 

Ambassadors Bruce and Lam focused our side's remarks on the 
negotiating issues, especially POW's. Bruce added that the other 
side's failure to negotiate left us no choice but to "carry out 
alternative solutions to the conflict. " He attacked the presence of 
North Vietnamese forces in Laos, Cambodia, and South Vietnam, 
Ambassador Lam said that the South Vietnamese people "cannot 
remain idle" in the face of the threat represented by Communist 
intensification of the war. 
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